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ABSTRACT
This thesis will carefully explore the relationship between undergraduate college major, and
political participation and affiliation of young voters (ages 18-29). There has been a great deal of
research in the field of voter behavior about this generation of young voters, and how they will
impact the new electorate and overall political climate. An increasing commonality amongst
young people is an undergraduate education of some kind. However, undergraduate students can
choose their area of study, thus differentiating the exposure to information and experience of each
student at a very impressionable time in their lives. A study of the political behavior of young
people should consider the undergraduate major or minor. The relationship was studied using a
quantitative analysis surveying current Bryant students and recent alumni that fall within the age
requirements of this demographic. This research will contribute to the extensive work done to
better understand the new age group that is entering politics by studying how undergraduate area
of study can affect political affiliation and participation.
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INTRODUCTION
New voters enter the political scene each year as they become age eligible at 18 years old to vote
in political elections. The addition of these voters changes the political stage of America, as
young voters bring new perspectives, new ideas and opinions as they enter politics. In order to
predict the political motivations of this young demographic, politicians must fully understand the
age group in general and study their characteristics deeply (Greenberg 2002). Psephologists are
those who study voting trends and elections, and their research includes understanding how this
new generation will relate to their field. They, along with political scientists and politicians, have
found it important to study this incoming electorate in order to understand how the inclusion of
new voters will impact politics both now and in the future.
Psephologists have found that there is a relationship with age, and the solidification of political
views. Personal political ideology is known to solidify as age increases, which leads the current
young electorate being predominantly independent. The future projection of the youth electorate
claims they will affiliate with a political party later on in their adult life. Political affiliation, and
political involvement are intertwined. Since young voters are less likely to affiliate with a
political party, younger generations tend to have the lowest voter turnout in their first few years
of voter eligibility (Stoker, Jennings 2008). The factors that influence young voter affiliation
behavior and involvement have been an important piece of political research. This was
important in the 2020 Presidential election in which was many young voters first presidential
election they were eligible to vote in. This brought an uncertainty of how new voters who have
not yet interacted with the political scene impact the overall electorate.
After deep review of the literature, there is a lack of research regarding the college experience as
a factor that can impact or shape the youth electorate. However, researching how college can
shape the new electorate is a relevant factor for this young generation. Pew Research Center
shows that 40% of employed Millennials have a bachelor's degree, as opposed to the 30% of Gen
X, 26% of Boomers, and 16% of the Silent Generation (Graf 2017). The data shows that the
undergraduate experience is a common one for this generation, which includes people ages 2540. The Millennial generation is not inclusive of the entire young voter population but
encompasses the older portion of this group. This influential factor is relevant and impactful
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amongst the younger voting generation now, and this has yet to be explored as a factor that can
influence youth engagement in politics.
It is key to understand the factors that influence this generation in order to help predict how the
introduction of a new group of voters will engage and ultimately affect the political climate.
Studying undergraduate area of study as a factor that may impact the young voters, may
contribute to the research being done in order to understand this generation. Undergraduate
college majors direct the area of study each student will take. This path shapes a young person’s
college experience, by increasing overall knowledge in that discipline. The concentrated
exposure to specific knowledge can ultimately correlate to their political development as
well. Some common aspects of developing a political opinion are becoming engaged in political
news routinely or affiliating with a party. The study of young voters would benefit from
exploring how an undergraduate college major is related to political affiliation and how many
times one seeks political news.

LITERATURE REVIEW
The literature reviewed is centrally focused on the voting behaviors, affiliation and political
beliefs of the younger electorate, and the factors that influence them. This age group
encompasses ages 18-29 and has been a force in recent politics, as this generation continues to
become eligible to vote and more politically involved. In just the past year, waves of young
voters attended political rallies for both candidates, participated in the Black Lives Matter
Movement, and have been spreading awareness of various political issues on social media
platforms. The literature does not consider the influence of undergraduate majors; however, it
explains the political trends with age groups that are applicable to the thesis topic.
The article by Laura Stoker and M. Kent Jennings (2008) addresses the gradual solidification of
political views as people age. They surveyed over 1,600 high school seniors and their parents in
1965, with follow up surveys given in 1973, 1982 and 1997. This study showed the adult group
had little deviance from their original answers to political questions, indicating that their political
views did not change much throughout the period. However, the high school seniors’ answers
changed dramatically throughout the 32 year period. This indicates that young voters are still
3
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formulating their political identity throughout their years of young adulthood, and those in late
adulthood seem firm in their political identity. Solidifying identity with age is a fundamental
principle of ideation formation and leads to political party affiliation over time. The article by
Laura Wray-Lake, Erin H. Arruda (2019), et al also made a similar discovery with a similar
methodology of surveying high school seniors and monitoring responses over three decades. The
main finding of this study supplemented Stoker and Jennings’ findings; the younger affiliates
with a political party, the more loyal the affiliation tends be throughout adult life.
However, “Election Week 2020: Young People Increase Turnout, Lead Biden to Victory”
published by Tufts University found early affiliation and strength of affiliation, does not apply
for youth who identify as independent (2018). This found that young voters are less likely to
participate in politics, are less likely to feel the need to seek higher political knowledge and
further their interest in different political parties. Older generations have misconceived this trend
as young voters not being informed enough in politics in order to affiliate with any party. The
data shows that young voters are not sure that the political parties embody their views and are
skeptical about the effectiveness of identifying with one party. The findings contribute to the
trend of many young voters identifying as independent. They may feel that a political middle
ground, such as the independent party, is a safer choice to affiliate with.
The findings in the Tufts University article (2018) comment on the influx of independent voters,
which is mentioned in the article by Jeffrey M. Jones (2010) and can help identify the recent
trends regarding young voters in America for this thesis. Identifying as an independent allows
young voters who are unsure about their affiliation, the flexibility to explore all political options,
rather than limiting their focus to one party. The research shows there once was a trend of
people who affiliated with the democratic party and then started to shift to republican. This is
slowly starting to become less common due to the influx of independent voters who lean towards
the democratic party. The gap between the number of people of those who identify as
republican, and democrat has been the narrowest since in 2005 due to the young voters that are
correcting the gap over time. This article shows a trend as young voters are not affiliating with
any party formally; however, they align with the party that best fits them in that given time. This
article also mentions the youth’s political motivators and interests, which are widely
humanitarian, and how this will shape the future of politics.
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Due to the increased number of young voters registering as independent, Alan S. Gerber,
Gregory A. Huber, et al (2010) investigated the strength of this affiliation and aimed to reveal
voting motivators for this electorate. A pretreatment survey was given to registered
independents of all ages living in Connecticut before the presidential election of 2008. The
results of the survey showed which party the independent voter was more compatible with. This
article shows that independents are 7 percentage points more likely to vote with the outcome of
the survey or to register with that political party or vote in the upcoming election than to not
participate out of hesitation that a party does not represent their views. It reveals that political
party affiliation gives an extra incentive to vote, if not to support a candidate, but to support the
political party itself. This article explains why the voter turnout may be higher for adults than in
younger generations, due to the higher percentages of adult voters that identify with a political
party, coupled with lower rates of individuals that identify as politically independent.
This negative relationship between voter age and the percentage of independent voters is
explored in the article by Shiva Maniam and Samantha Smith (2017). This study shows that the
young voters, otherwise known as the Millennial Generation, were most likely to identify as
liberal Democrats after formerly identifying as independent. Young voters were asked which
party encompasses their ideology, and if they were independent, they were asked which party
best fits their political views. In 2016, 55% of millennials identified with the democrats, and 27%
described their views as fitting in with liberal Democrats, this the highest out of any
generation. On the other hand, Boomers have turned more conservative. In 2016, 30% identified
as conservative Republicans, which is also the highest out of any generation. Both are large
generations that have the possibility to impact elections and politics greatly, however they share
divergent political views, values, and turnout rates.
The tendency of young voters registering as independent at this time was also explored in the
article and Gallup Poll (Newport, 2014). This article searches for trends in young voters to better
understand their behaviors. This Gallup Poll shows that new voters, ages 18-29, are more likely
than any other age group to register as an independent. Findings show the following breakdown
in affiliation by political party amongst young voters: 49% identify as independent, around 30%
are a registered democrat and around 20% affiliate with the republican party. Independents seem
to be the most common choice amongst young voters. But as voters age, they tend to abandon
5
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their independent claims, and formally identify with either the republican or democratic
party. The data shows that as age increases, the percentages seem to even out. This Gallup Poll
shows the results of affiliation through the ages, however, offers no explanation to why the trend
in political parties change with age. This explanation relates to the article by the Congressional
Digest (2017). The article found that young voters, ages 18-29, have historically had the lowest
voter turnout, and voters ages 65 and older have consistently been the highest at the polls. For
example, in the 2012 Presidential Election, the voter turnout by voting-age citizen population
was the lowest in the 18-29 voting age bracket with 45%, and increased with age, with the
highest turnout at 72% in ages 65 and older. Voter turnout in this presidential election amongst
older adult populations have been consistent throughout 1990-2012.
The younger population has fluctuated in their presence in previous Presidential Elections in
terms of voter turnout. This is due to the tendency that young voters are most likely to be
influenced to vote from a political campaign, as found by Thomas M. Holbrook and Scott D
McClurg (2005). This article shows that strong political campaigns can heavily influence young
voter turnout as well as introducing them to a political party. The findings show that campaigns
affiliate themselves with political parties to gain strength from the supporters of that
party. However independent voters are more susceptible to then affiliating with the party the
campaign represents that they support. This can be seen in the 2008 presidential election with
the overwhelming youth support of the Obama campaign as explored by Lymari Morales
(2008). Young voters were key players in this election, and regardless of their political party
affiliation, they felt a strong connection to Barack Obama. A majority of 18 to 29 year-olds
preferred Barack Obama, because 71% believed he was a candidate that understood their
problems. Regardless of which candidate they supported, an overwhelming majority of young
voters believed that the 2008 Presidential election that had a huge social and political
aftermath. By applying the article by Laura Wray-Lake, Erin H Arruda, et al (2019) the
historical nature of this election solidifies these young voters with the democratic party or with
relatable candidates in the future. This could create a more progressive electorate in elections to
come.
The article by Thomas F. Schaller (2008) analyzed Gallup Polls from the 2008 election to
evaluate the new voter demographic and their interests. Republicans of 2008 depended on
6
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returning voters from electoral cohorts that were shrinking: whites, men, social conservatives,
rural residents, and the traditionally married. The growing majority of voter profiles include
nonwhite, unmarried, younger voters, that have fewer religious ties. The young voters, ages 1829, makeup that demographic more than any other generation. In 2008, voters under 30
supported Obama and the democratic party over 70%. Due to Obama’s campaign that appealed
to the younger generations, they were able to appeal to the new growing electorate and showed
that the democratic party could be promising for young, independent voters.
The future importance of the youth electorate in elections became a focal point in political
research, and is explored in the article by Eric Kaufmann, Anne Goujon, et al (2011). This
article uses a combination of biennial surveys and demographic projections to help create a
projection of political party affiliation until 2043. This article adds that political ideologies are
the strongest in middle to late adulthood and are the most fluid in the early stages of life. The
findings lead to believe that in 2043, the democratic party will have the advantage 59:41. This is
because of the independent voters with more liberal or humanitarian views that are registered as
independent but lean more democratic. Another factor leading to the democratic advantage in
the future is the projected increase of immigrant voters who will also share the same liberal or
more democratic ideology with the youth independents.
This trend within this group of voters can be seen in the results of the 2020 Presidential Election.
An article by Tufts University, showed the introduction of more immigrant voters and young
voters changed the existing political demographic and were key in victory of Joseph Biden
(Beadle et al, 2020). After the election, young voter turnout was estimated to be 52-54% in
2020, which was 10% greater than the participation of young voters in the 2016 election. This
was coupled with a record high of 23% of immigrants becoming eligible to vote; immigrants
made up 10% of the electorate in the 2020 election. Both groups voted in majority voted in
support for the democratic party, demonstrating the trends predicted in the article by Eric
Kaufmann, Anne Goujon, et al (2011).
This projection has so far been correct in recent Harvard IOP research (2019). The findings in
this article affirms the early projections of young voter interests. They conducted online surveys
of over 3,000 voters between the ages of 18-29 in order to understand their views on politics,
social issues and policy. Three-in-five young voters strongly agree that “politics today are no
7
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longer able to meet the challenges our country is facing.” They believe in more progressive
policy changes in terms of foreign, economic, health care, and welfare policy. The political
agenda of young voters has been the most liberal out of all other generations, with the baby
boomer generation being the least relatable to the young electorate. The survey findings show
affiliation for the current age of young voters lies with how well the candidates align with their
views, not necessarily with a certain political party.

SURVEY RESEARCH
Research Questions
(Q1) Will majors that are more closely associated with politics or policy, such as Political Science,
Economics, History and Finance be more likely to participate in politics compared to those who
major in Biology, Communications, Marketing?
(Q2) Will majors that are more closely associated with politics or policy, such as Political Science,
Economics, History and Finance be more likely to seek political news compared to those who
major in Biology, Communications, Marketing?
(Q3) Will those who major in business affiliate more with the republican party?
These research questions were tested using a qualitative survey of 901 current and former Bryant
students using statistic z-score test of two population proportions to test the strength of these
claims.

Demographics
It is important to note the demographics of the respondents, as this component cannot be
overlooked in the overall assessment of the data collected.
The majority of respondents self-identified as female, 56.7%. The rest of the gender demographics
for the respondents were 41.4% male, and 1.9% self-identified as being either a transgender man,
a transgender woman, prefer not to say, or do not wish to identify. The precise gender demographic
breakdown can be seen in Appendix A.
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Exactly 90% of all respondents were white. The rest of the respondents, 10% overall, selfidentified as either Black, Pacific Islander, Asian, Indian, Latino, or not listed. The precise racial
demographic breakdown can be seen in Appendix B.
The respondents were asked about their religious affiliation. The largest group of respondents
were those who do not identify with a religion, coming in at 37.2%. The second largest number
of respondents self-identified as following the Catholic religion, 33.4%.

The rest of the

respondents, 23.5% self-identified as either Protestant, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Confucian,
Taoist, Jewish, or others not listed. The precise religious demographic breakdown can be seen in
Appendix C.
The sexual orientation of respondents was mostly heterosexual, 89% overall.

The rest of

respondents, 11%, self-identified as either Homosexual, Bisexual, Asexual, Pansexual, prefer not
to say, or others not listed. The precise sexual orientation demographic breakdown can be seen in
Appendix D.

Questions
In order to accommodate for the general characteristics of the sample population that took this
survey, the questions were administered digitally, and the survey took approximately 5 minutes or
less to complete. The conciseness of the survey was a priority, and aids in data collection by
remaining mindful of the age group that it was designed for. This survey was administered to both
current and former Bryant University students. It was sent to 7,570 people in total. There was a
11.9% response rate from the sample, 901 respondents. It is important to note that 63% of total
respondents are currently enrolled at Bryant University, 567 respondents. The following questions
were included in the survey:
1.

By answering 'yes I consent" you are consenting to participate this survey and you have
read the terms of the consent form.

2. Are you between the ages of 18-29 and are currently enrolled at Bryant University?
3. What is your major? (if you had more than one, select all that apply)
4. What is your minor or concentration? (if you had more than one, select all that apply)
5. Have you registered to vote?
9
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6. Have you registered with a political party?
7. If yes - which political party have you registered with?
8. Have your parents/guardians registered to vote?
9. If yes, what political party has parent/guardian (1) registered with?
10. What political party has parent/guardian (2) registered with?
11. How involved are you in politics?
12. Have you ever donated to a political party?
13. Have you ever worked for a political party?
14. Have you ever been to a political event (rally, march or candidate rally)?
15. Have you ever voted in a local/state election?
16. Have you ever voted in a national election?
17. How important do you believe it is to be informed about politics?
18. How often do you seek political news per week?
19. How often did you seek political news in high school?
20. Where do you go to find political news?
21. Do you plan to vote in the upcoming presidential election?
22. If yes, do you plan to vote a party line?
23. What is your age?
24. What is your gender?
25. What is your religion?
26. What is your race? (select all that you identify with)
27. What is your sexual orientation?
The last few questions are necessary to understand the demographics of the sample population.
There are a few questions that directly relate to the thesis question of how does an undergraduate
major affect political affiliation and participation. The other questions asked do not directly
measure this relationship; instead, these questions try to further understand the extent of which the
respondent believes in a certain party or is involved in politics in general. This data will lead to
academic inferences that has the potential to correlate to the thesis topic, as discussed in the
‘Opportunities for Future Research Section.’ The same applies for the questions that inquire about
political affiliation of guardians. Some of the literature reviewed also included questions about the
10
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parents or guardians of the respondents as well, in order to further understand this factor as a
political influence on this age group of voters.

RESULTS
The following section will indicate the results of the research questions. There are three research
questions, each is labeled in order to clearly discuss the results:
Question 1: Will majors that are more closely associated with politics or policy, such as
Political Science, Economics, History and Finance be more inclined to participate in
politics comparatively to those who major in Biology, Communications, and Marketing?
Question 2: Will respondents who major in Biology, Communications, and Marketing be
less inclined to seek political news compared to those who major in Political Science,
Economics, History and Finance?
Question 3: Will respondents who majored in business affiliate mostly with the Republican
Party?
The majors for Q1 and Q2 were decided based on both the response rate of each major and how
focused each major was centered around policy. Political Science, Economics, History and Finance
majors learning content correlate to government interests; therefore, they might be more inclined
to be engaged in politics.

Additionally, these majors had a high response rate.

Biology,

Communications and Marketing majors each had a high response rate, and their material was
deemed less centered around policy. Each question was tested using z-tests for two population
proportions, using the data that was collected from the survey. This tests for a difference in
proportions of the two populations, those being the certain groups of data being tested at the time.
A two proportion z-test allows for a comparison of two proportions, with the null hypothesis being
that they are the same. The test determines whether there is statistically significant evidence to
reject the null hypothesis, meaning there is a difference between the two proportions.
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Shared Methodology for Question 1 and 2
The survey question needed in order to analyze Q1 is survey question 11: “How involved are you
in politics?” The options given to this question were “I would like to but am not currently,” “not
at all,” “somewhat,” and “very.”
The survey question needed in order to analyze Q2 is survey question 18: “How often do you seek
political news per week?” The options given to this question were “1 time a week, 2 times a week,
3 times a week, 4 times a week, 5 times a week, 6 times a week, 7 times a week.”
The responses to the research questions were gathered from both the undergraduate and
postgraduate survey data in total. Then the data was isolated into the specific responses that
include the majors that effect Q1 and Q2. In both research questions, the responses to the survey
questions that include the following majors were isolated for analyzation: Political Science,
Economics, History, Finance, Biology, Communications, and Marketing. The two populations for
Q1 and Q2 are respondents who major in Political Science, Economics, History, and Finance as
one population; the other includes respondents who major in Biology, Communications, and
Marketing.
Question 1
(Q1) Will majors that are more closely associated with politics or policy, such as Political Science,
Economics, History and Finance be more inclined to participate in politics comparatively to those
who major in Biology, Communications, and Marketing?
The null hypothesis of this question is that the proportion of Political Science, Economics, History
and Finance majors that participate in politics, is equal to the proportion to those who participate
in politics and major in Biology, Communications, and Marketing.
Once the two populations were isolated, the data then was sorted to get numerical totals of “I would
like to but am not currently,” “not at all,” “somewhat,” and “very” within each major. This was
organized using a basic chart in Excel. Appendices E and F show the organization of the sorted
data in order to prepare for a z-test for two population proportions.
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There are two proportions needed in order to perform a z-test for two population proportions,
however there are four options for respondents to choose from when answering this question. The
four options were then consolidated into two categories for both groups of majors: Those who do
not participate politically, which includes the "I would like to but am not currently" and "not at
all" options, and those who participate politically which includes the “somewhat” and “very”
options. In the case of Q1 it is important to analyze the responses of those who participate
politically. One proportion will be the total number of Political Science, Economics, History, and
Finance majors who participate politically over the total number of respondents in that population.
This was 327/448 or 0.730.

The second proportion will be the total number of Biology,

Communications, and Marketing majors who participate politically over the total number of
respondents in that population. This was 320/491 or 0.652. The equality of these two was then
tested using a z-test for two population proportions with a 1% Type I Error rate.
This test resulted in a p value of 0.00988 meaning that the results were very significant, and in this
case, there was a rejection of the null hypothesis. This means there was difference of the
proportion of Political Science, Economics, History, and Finance majors that participate in politics,
compared to those who participate in politics and major in Biology, Communications, and
Marketing. The data shows that there is evidence that the difference of participation that is
questioned in Q1 is statistically significant. Furthermore, since the sample proportion for the
Political Science, Economics, History, and Finance majors was the larger of the two, we have
found significant evidence that more students in these majors are politically active.
Question 2
(Q2) Will respondents who major in Biology, Communications, and Marketing be less inclined to
seek political news compared to those who major in Political Science, Economics, History, and
Finance?
The null hypothesis of this question is that the proportion of Biology, Communications, and
Marketing majors who seek political news is equal to the proportion of those who seek political
news and major in Political Science, Economics, History, and Finance.
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Once the two populations were isolated, the data then was sorted by responses within the respective
majors in order to get numerical totals. This was organized using a basic chart in Excel.
Appendices G and H show the organization of the sorted data in order to prepare for a z-test for
two population proportions.
There are two proportions needed in order to perform a z-test for two population proportions,
however there are eight options of answers. The eight options were then consolidated into two
categories for both groups of majors: 0-2 times a week, and 3-7 times a week. In the case of Q2
responses of those who seek political news 3-7 times a week were chosen to be analyzed because
they represent individuals who routinely seek political news. One proportion will be the total
number of Political Science, Economics, History, and Finance majors who seek political news 37 times a week over the total number of respondents in that population. This proportion is 329/456
or 0.721. The second proportion will be the total number of Biology, Communications, and
Marketing majors who seek political news 3-7 times a week, over the total number of respondents
in that population. This proportion is 180/414 or 0.435. These proportions were then tested using
a z-test for two population proportions with a 5% Type I Error rate.
This test resulted in a p value is < .00001 meaning that the results were very statistically significant,
and in this case, there was a rejection of the null hypothesis. This means there was a difference of
the proportion of Political Science, Economics, History, and Finance that seek political news,
compared to those who seek political news and major in Biology, Communications, and
Marketing. The data collected shows that there is evidence that the difference of those who seek
political news which is questioned in Q2 is statistically significant, and that the Political Science,
Economics, History, and Finance majors have a greater proportion.
Question 3
(Q3) Will the respondents who majored in business affiliate mostly with the republican party?
The null hypothesis of this research question is the percentage of business majors who are
republican will be larger than the percentage of republicans in any other major.
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The survey questions needed in order to analyze Q3 was survey question 3: “What is/was your
undergraduate major?” with the options to this question being every major that Bryant University
has to offer.
Another question needed to analyze Q3 was survey question 7: “If you have registered to vote,
what political party have you registered with?” with the options being either ‘democrat, republican,
independent, did not register, and other.
The responses to each question were gathered from both the undergraduate and graduated survey
data in total. In this research question, the responses of republican business majors, and all
registered republicans were isolated for analysis. Business majors in this case include the
following majors: Business Administration, Entrepreneurship, Global Supply Chain, International
Business, Management: Leadership Studies, Management: Team and Project, Marketing and
Human Resources. The two populations for Q3 include all business majors who are also registered
republicans, and all republicans in all other majors. Once the two populations were isolated, the
data then was sorted by responses within the respective majors in order to get numerical totals.
The first population was organized using a basic chart in excel and can be seen in Appendix I. The
second population can be seen in Appendix J.
There are two proportions needed in order to perform a z-test for two population proportions, in
this case the proportions are the two populations. The first proportion is the total number of
republican business majors over the number of business majors. This was 39/476 or 0.082. The
second proportion is the total number of republicans in all other majors, over the number of
respondents in all other majors. This was 162/781 or 0.217. The result of this z-test gave a p value
of < .00001 which means the results were statistically significant. This calculation does not
support research question, in fact it proves the opposite. In this case, my data found that
respondents who studied business did not affiliate more with the republican party. The numbers
actually show that it is more likely to be a registered republican and major in a non-business area
of study, rather than a business major. The data collected shows that the proportion of republicans
in other majors is larger than the proportion of republicans that are business majors.
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LIMITATIONS
Not all survey questions were mandatory to respond to. All but two questions were at the
respondent’s discretion to answer; this created an inconsistency in the number of responses to each
question of the survey. Some questions had a full response rate, while others varied in the number
of responses received. Therefore, it is important to consider that not all questions were answered
when reviewing the results of this study. The two questions that were mandatory confirmed the
terms and conditions listed in the consent form and indicated that all respondents were within the
age range to participate in this survey. Without these two questions answered, their responses
could not be recorded.
Another key limitation is the demographics of the respondents. It is important to note that the
majority of respondents are white heterosexual Catholics. There is not an equal representation of
people of other races, religions, sexualities, and backgrounds in this survey. Additionally, all
respondents are or were Bryant University students. Bryant University is known for its strong
regional presence as a school, with the majority of students originating from the New England area
(Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Maine, Vermont, and Connecticut).
Traditionally, this particular region is known to be predominately faithful to the democratic party;
this trend can be seen in the political party of elected government officials for the states in New
England, and how these states voted for democratic candidates in past presidential elections.
Therefore, a democratic background and voice may be more represented in this survey than
intended. It is important to highlight this political trend as a limitation of the survey and data
collected, due to the political nature of this research and the implied location of many respondents.
It is also important to note the volume of majors and minors Bryant University offers to its
students; there are twenty seven majors and thirty eight minors or concentrations that a student can
take. Naturally, each area of study varies in popularity in terms of the number of students enrolled
in these programs. In terms of this project, the respondents were asked directly to share their
major(s), minor(s) or concentration(s) in the survey. Upon review of the respondent’s surveys, it
appeared that certain majors or minors were not as prominent as others, with regards to the number
of respondents that studied them. For example, some majors like communications had over one
hundred respondents, and others like history or global studies had less than five. This created an
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unequal representation of majors or minors in the dataset that made it difficult to make conclusions
to my hypotheses.
In an effort to offset the difference, similar areas of studies were combined into larger categories;
this process is a notable limitation of this research. Areas of study that were not grouped with
others remain an unaltered representation of responses, whereas those that were combined no
longer represent the respective major or minor; instead, the groupings encompass data from other
areas of study. Although this is a limitation, the combination was necessary. Without doing so,
underrepresented majors or minors would have been disregarded because such small numbers are
not statistically significant. Some majors or minors had enough respondents to remain unchanged,
however most were not. For example, accounting, actuarial mathematics, applied statistics,
applied analytics, applied math and statistics majors were combined into a larger category named
“Mathematics” in order to create more comparable numbers in terms of responses. The exact
groupings that were made can be seen in Appendix K and L.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUTURE RESEARCH
Within this particular study, the time frame and geographical location of respondents are two
opportunities for others to use as a starting point for more research. The toughest part of this
research was deciding the scope of this project and creating manageable hypotheses to test within
this time frame. Approximately one year was allotted for this research project. This includes idea
conception, background research, the proper approval in order to do survey research, data
collection, and data processing. If there was more time to give to this project, one could create
and test different hypotheses based on the survey data collected. For example, this project looks
deeply at only 4 questions of the survey. This is less than half of the questions asked to all
respondents. It was not for a lack of consideration that only a select number of questions were
tested, but a lack of time in order to test and properly analyze all of the data collected. Others may
use these questions as inspiration or starting points for their own research on this topic. For
example, there was significant data collected on the parents or guardians of the respondents in this
study that went unused. This data could be used to test if a parental influence is significant in
building a political opinion of a young voter. The questions that were particularly analyzed and
tested in this survey are a great place to start for another researcher looking into the study of trends
in voting of younger populations.
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Another area for future research is considering the geographical location in which this research
was conducted. As discussed earlier, all respondents are or were Bryant University students. This
particular school is known for its regional presence in the New England area (Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Maine, Vermont, and Connecticut). This noted limitation can be
inspiration for new research itself. If this survey were to be conducted in a different region of the
United States, known for different political views, or diversity, the results may be much different.
It would be interesting to see how young voters in known swing states, such as Pennsylvania or
Florida, respond to such questions. Although this would be virtually the same research questions,
the results could differ significantly and yield different conclusions. Additionally, increasing the
sample size of respondents for a more representative population of different majors can be another
way to transform this project. These recommendations are not the finite ways this project can lead
to future research. The research field in political science is ever growing, and other disciplines
such as sociology, humanities, and history may benefit from looking into the study of trends in
voters and what motivates political ideology.

SUMMARY
Young voters (ages 18-29) are known to be an educated force, with undergraduate attendance in
the United States at an all-time high. The relationship between undergraduate area of study and
young voters was explored through this research. This project contributes to the unknown
influence this age group can have in politics by focusing on the influence undergraduate majors or
minors can have on young voters. The responses used for this research project were collected in
August and September of 2020, which was prior to the presidential election of 2020. The data
supported the claims that respondents who major in Biology, Communications, and Marketing
might be less inclined to seek political news or participate in politics compared to those who major
in Political Science, Economics, History, and Finance. Additionally, the data did not support the
claim that respondents who studied business will affiliate more with the Republican Party. This
project will hopefully provide insight into the youth electorate by explaining how influential an
undergraduate area of study can be on a developing political opinion. Hopefully by exploring the
research questions above, this project will serve as a starting point for more research in the future
about this upcoming topic.
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APPENDICES

19

The Study of Undergraduate Major on the Youth Electorate within the Bryant Community
Honors Thesis for Jenna Birnbohm-Kaminski
Appendix A: Gender Identity of Respondents
This graph shows the gender identity of all respondents who chose to answer this question. There
were 5 who preferred not to answer, 484 female, 400 male, 1 transgender female, 2 transgender
male respondents.
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Appendix B: Racial Breakdown of Respondents
This graph shows the racial breakdown of all respondents who chose to answer this question.
There were 4 not listed, 806 White, 18 Black, 31 Asian, 9 Indian, 1 Pacific Islander, and 23 Latino
respondents.
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Appendix C: Religion of Respondents
This graph shows the religious affiliation of all respondents who chose to answer this question.
There were 46 respondents who affiliated with other religions not listed, 256 who did not identify
with any religion, 6 Agnostic, 10 Atheist, 14 Buddhist, 230 Catholic, 16 Christian, 7 Hindu, 25
Jewish, and 78 Protestant respondents.
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Appendix D: Sexuality of Respondents
This graph shows the sexual orientation of all respondents who chose to answer. There were 12
respondents who preferred not to say, 3 asexual, 38 bisexual, 803 heterosexual, 25 homosexual,
and 8 pansexual respondents.
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Appendix E: Sorted Dataset Chart for Q1
This shows how the dataset was organized in order to prepare for a z-test for two population
proportions. This is for the one population of majors which includes Political Science and Law,
History, Economics, and Finance.
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13
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Appendix F: Sorted Dataset Chart for Q1
This shows how the dataset was organized in order to prepare for a z-test for two population
proportions.
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Appendix G: Sorted Dataset Chart for Q2
This shows how the dataset was organized in order to prepare for a z-test for two population
proportions. This is for the first population of majors which includes Political Science and Law,
History, Economics, and Finance.
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Political Legal
Studies

3
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9
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5
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34
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48
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28
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47
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71

28

121
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Appendix H: Sorted Dataset Chart for Q2
This shows how the dataset was organized in order to prepare for a z-test for two population
proportions. This is for the second population of majors which includes Biology, Communications,
and Marketing.
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Appendix I: Sorted Dataset for Q3
This shows how the dataset was organized in order to prepare for a z-test for two population
proportions. This is for the first population of business majors that are also registered republicans.
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1

132
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28
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Appendix J: Sorted Dataset for Q3
This shows how the dataset was organized in order to prepare for a z-test for two population
proportions. This is for the second population of non-business majors that are also registered
republicans.
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2
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14
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45
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Global Studies

7

1

3

2

13

History

2

1

1

4
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1

2

4

7

Economics
Finance

9

10

Literary and Cultural
Studies

3

2

Marketing

37

29

50

Mathematics

42

61

79

Politics and Law

8

1

2

Psychology

9

5

11
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2
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17

1
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Appendix K: Categories of Majors
Below is the exact breakdown of the categories that were created to group alike majors together.
This shows the name of the category, and what majors it is composed of.
New Grouping of Majors

Majors In The New Group
Biology, Environmental Studies,

Biology and the Sciences

Data Science
Business Administration,
Entrepreneurship, Global Supply

Business Administration

Chain

Finance

Finance, Financial Services
Management: Leadership
Studies, Management: Team and
Project, Human Resources

Management

Management
Accounting, Actuarial
Mathematics, Applied Statistics,
Applied Analytics, Applied Math

Mathematics

and Statistics
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Appendix L: Categories of Minors or Concentrations
Below is the exact breakdown of the categories that were created to group alike minors or
concentrations together. This shows the name of the category, and what minors or concentrations
it is composed of.
New Grouping of Minors or

Minors or Concentrations in The New

Concentrations

Group
Applied Statistics, Applied Analytics,

Applied Mathematics

Mathematics
Biology, Biotechnology, Chemistry,

Biology and the Sciences

Environmental Studies
Business Administration,
Entrepreneurship, Global Supply Chain,

Business Administration

Marketing, Marketing Analytics
Communications, Film Studies, Media

Communications

and Cultural Studies

Finance

Finance, Sales
Chinese, French, Italian, Spanish, Global

Foreign Language Studies

Studies
Literature, Literary and Cultural Studies,

Literature Studies and Writing

Professional and Creative Writing
Management, Human Resources

Management

Management

Political and Legal Studies

Political Science, Legal Studies
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